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Today…
Aim: Help you choose the right 
English proficiency test

• Overview: IELTS, TOEFL, AcEPT
• Comparing the tests
• General advice & resources
• Post-test
• English Proficiency Test at Pusat 

Bahasa UGM



But first!
• Have you taken any of 

these tests? Which 
one(s)?

• For what purpose?
• What was your 

experience like?



Why do we need 
these tests?

• Scholarships
• Academic 

admissions
• Employment



Sample: LPDP Requirements
• Master’s scholarship (domestic): TOEFL ITP 500, TOEFL 

iBT 61, IELTS 6.0 
• Master’s scholarship (overseas): TOEFL iBT 80, IELTS 6.5
• Doctoral scholarship (domestic): TOEFL ITP 530, TOEFL 

iBT 70, IELTS 6.0 
• Doctoral scholarship (overseas): TOEFL iBT 94, IELTS 7.0 



International English 
Language Testing System 
(IELTS)

• Assessment: Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking (face-to-face)

• IELTS General Training
• Migration purposes
• Everyday English

• IELTS Academic
• University entry
• English as a medium of study

• Costs IDR 3,000,000 – IDR 3,570,000

• Provider: IDP Education, British Council



IELTS: Paper-based

• The Listening, Reading, and Writing 
sections are conducted on paper 
with a question booklet and answer 
sheet for each section.

• The Speaking section is conducted 
face-to-face with an examiner.

• Your results come out 13 days after 
taking the test.

• Available mostly during the 
weekends.



IELTS: Computer-
based

• The Listening, Reading, and 
Writing sections are conducted 
on a desktop computer. 

• The Speaking section is 
conducted face-to-face with an 
examiner.

• Your results come out 3-5 days 
after taking the test.

• Generally available two or three 
times a day.



IELTS

Skill Time Content

Listening 30 minutes 40 questions: multiple choice, matching, labelling, completion, 
short answer

Reading 60 minutes 40 questions: multiple choice, true/false/not given, matching 
information, matching headings, sentence completion, labelling, 
short answer

Writing 60 minutes • Task 1: 150 words; describing graphs, charts, tables, processes, 
etc.

• Task 2: 250 minutes; writing a clear, well-organised argument on 
a topic

Speaking 15 minutes • Part 1: introduction and interview
• Part 2: long turn (1-min preparation, 2-min talk)
• Part 3: discussion



IELTS

Band 
score

Skill level Description

9 Expert user You have a full operational command of the language. Your use of English is 
appropriate, accurate and fluent, and you show complete understanding

8 Very good 
user

You have a fully operational command of the language with only occasional 
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriate usage. You may misunderstand some 
things in unfamiliar situations. You handle complex detailed argumentation well.

7 Good user You have an operational command of the language, though with occasional 
inaccuracies, inappropriate usage and misunderstandings in some situations. 
Generally you handle complex language well and understand detailed reasoning

6 Competent 
user

Generally you have an effective command of the language despite some 
inaccuracies, inappropriate usage and misunderstandings. You can use and 
understand fairly complex language, particularly in familiar situations.



TOEFL ITP (Institutional 
Testing Program)
• Widely recognised and accepted in Indonesia 

but cannot be used to apply to overseas 
universities

• Level 1 (Intermediate to Advanced)
• Level 2 (Higher Beginner to Intermediate)
• Multiple choice
• Costs IDR 650,000
• Provider: Test centres appointed by IIEF 

(Indonesian International Education 
Foundation)

• Assessment: Listening Comprehension, 
Structure ad Written Expression, Reading and 
Vocabulary



TOEFL ITP

Skill Time Content

Listening 
Comprehension

35 minutes 50 questions

Structure and 
Written 
Expression

25 minutes 40 questions

Reading 
Comprehension

55 minutes 50 questions



TOEFL ITP

CEFR Total Score Description

C1 620 Advanced: Learners who achieve C1 Advanced level can understand a wide range of long, 
complex texts. They can interact and express themselves fluently and spontaneously and 
use language flexibly and effectively in social, academic and professional situations.

B2 543 Upper Intermediate: Learners who achieve B2 Upper intermediate level can understand 
the main ideas of complex texts. They can interact with some fluency and communicate 
easily. They can write clear, detailed texts on a wide range of topics and express their 
opinions.

B1 433 Intermediate: Learners who achieve B1 Intermediate level can understand information 
about familiar topics. They can communicate in most situations whilst travelling in an 
English-speaking area. They can write simple connected texts on familiar topics.

A2 343 Pre-Intermediate: Learners who achieve A2 Pre-intermediate level can communicate 
using frequently used expressions in everyday situations. They can interact in simple and 
direct exchanges of information and can describe things around them and things they 
need.



TOEFL iBT (Internet-
based Test)

• Widely recognised and accepted 
internationally, mainly in North America

• Costs USD 210 / IDR 3,300,000

• Provider: ETS (Educational Testing Service) --
www.ets.org/mytoefl

• Test can be taken at a test centre (appointed 
by ETS) or at home (Home Edition)

• Assessment: Reading, Listening, Speaking, 
Writing

http://www.ets.org/mytoefl


TOEFL iBT

Skill Time Content

Reading 35 minutes 3 or 4 readings, 10-14 questions each
factual or negative fact; vocabulary; sentence simplification; prose 
summary; classify, categorise, organise; inference; insert text

Listening 36 minutes 4-6 lectures & 2-3 conversations, 5-6 questions each
gist-content; gist-purpose; understanding organisation; connecting 
content; making inferences; understanding function of what is 
said; understanding the speaker’s attitude

Speaking 
(recorded)

20 minutes 2 questions: ideas, opinions, experiences (directions will be given 
on the screen)
4 questions: response to reading and listening tasks

Writing 29 minutes • Task 1: 200-350 words; integrated writing
• Task 2: 100 words; writing for academic discussion



TOEFL iBT

CEFR Total Score Description
C1 24-30 Advanced: Learners who achieve C1 Advanced level can understand a wide range of 

long, complex texts. They can interact and express themselves fluently and 
spontaneously and use language flexibly and effectively in social, academic and 
professional situations.

B2 18-23 Upper Intermediate: Learners who achieve B2 Upper intermediate level can 
understand the main ideas of complex texts. They can interact with some fluency and 
communicate easily. They can write clear, detailed texts on a wide range of topics and 
express their opinions.

B1 4-17 Intermediate: Learners who achieve B1 Intermediate level can understand 
information about familiar topics. They can communicate in most situations whilst 
travelling in an English-speaking area. They can write simple connected texts on 
familiar topics.

A2 0-8 Pre-Intermediate: Learners who achieve A2 Pre-intermediate level can communicate 
using frequently used expressions in everyday situations. They can interact in simple 
and direct exchanges of information and can describe things around them and things 
they need.



AcEPT (Academic 
English Proficiency Test)

• Developed by Universitas Gadjah Mada

• Widely recognised and accepted nationally 
for university or employment entry 
requirements

• Costs IDR 300,000

• Provider: Universitas Gadjah Mada

• Multiple choice

• Assessment: Listening Comprehension, 
Vocabulary, Grammar and Structure, 
Reading Comprehension, Composing Skills



AcEPT

Skill Time Content

Listening 
Comprehension

15 minutes • Part 1: short statements
• Part 2: short talks/ lectures

Vocabulary 10 minutes Collocation, cloze test

Grammar and 
Structure

20 minutes Sentence completion, cloze test, error identification

Reading 
Comprehension

25 minutes Main idea, vocabulary, factual or negative fact, inference, 
reference, organisation

Composing Skills 30 minutes Paraphrase, jumbled sentences



AcEPT

CEFR Total Score Description
C1 380-430 Advanced: Learners who achieve C1 Advanced level can understand a wide range of 

long, complex texts. They can interact and express themselves fluently and 
spontaneously and use language flexibly and effectively in social, academic and 
professional situations.

B2 300-379 Upper Intermediate: Learners who achieve B2 Upper intermediate level can 
understand the main ideas of complex texts. They can interact with some fluency and 
communicate easily. They can write clear, detailed texts on a wide range of topics and 
express their opinions.

B1 200-299 Intermediate: Learners who achieve B1 Intermediate level can understand 
information about familiar topics. They can communicate in most situations whilst 
travelling in an English-speaking area. They can write simple connected texts on 
familiar topics.

A2 100-199 Pre-Intermediate: Learners who achieve A2 Pre-intermediate level can 
communicate using frequently used expressions in everyday situations. They can 
interact in simple and direct exchanges of information and can describe things 
around them and things they need.



Which one to 
take?

• Purpose of taking the test
• Which test(s) are 

accepted by target 
institution

• Cost and accessibility
• Test format preference
• Skill areas to emphasise



General Advice and 
Strategies

• Study the test format and structure
• Set a clear goal
• Consistent practice
• Time management
• Strengthen grammar and vocabulary
• Practice listening actively
• Seek feedback
• Utilise relevant (and often free) 

resources



Post-Test
http://ugm.id/4xh



THANK YOU


	Slide 1: English Proficiency Tests: Which One is Right For you?
	Slide 2: Today…
	Slide 3: But first!
	Slide 4: Why do we need these tests?
	Slide 5: Sample: LPDP Requirements
	Slide 6: International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
	Slide 7: IELTS: Paper-based
	Slide 8: IELTS: Computer-based
	Slide 9: IELTS
	Slide 10: IELTS
	Slide 11: TOEFL ITP (Institutional Testing Program)
	Slide 12: TOEFL ITP
	Slide 13: TOEFL ITP
	Slide 14: TOEFL iBT (Internet-based Test)
	Slide 15: TOEFL iBT
	Slide 16: TOEFL iBT
	Slide 17: AcEPT (Academic English Proficiency Test)
	Slide 18: AcEPT
	Slide 19: AcEPT
	Slide 20: Which one to take?
	Slide 21: General Advice and Strategies
	Slide 22: Post-Test
	Slide 23: THANK YOU

